East of England Biodiversity Forum Meeting Notes 23rd July 2010
Dragonfly House, Norwich

	Present

Steve Scott (Chair)- Forestry Commission

Catherine Weightman- Natural England

Andrea Kelly-Broads Authority

Stuart Warrington-National Trust

Will Akast-Environment Agency

Mary Norden-RSPB

Scott Perkin-Norfolk LBAP

Mark Iley and Rebecca Banks-Essex LBAP

Fabiola Blum- Cambs and Peterborough LBAP

Heather Webb- Beds and Luton LBAP

John Cornell- Cambs and Peterborough LRC

Mark Webster-BTCV

Reg Land – Norfolk WT

Mike Sutton-Croft – Norfolk non native initiative 

	Apologies

Ben Hammond-BTCV

Richard Rafe-Natural England

Catherine Wyatt-Herts LBAP

Gen Broad-Suffolk LBAP

Simon Odell-Landscape East

Mike Drew-Anglian Water

Jo Worley- East of England Local Government Association
Woodland Trust – Ellie Dickson, new rep


	Agenda
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1. Points arising from updates
	Effectiveness of EEBF newsletter discussed.  Positive response and important to continue but not received by all.
	CW to clarify mailing list with Sarah Tarrant at NE.

	
	CW organising updating EEBF website to include new maps and targets.
	

	2. Defra cuts and biodiversity
	Partner updates on current positions:

Natural England- 25-30% cuts, 800 staff reduction, 400 to go in 2011-12.   Reductions in access/health/policy work.  Coastal access work remains.  Review of all partnership projects. Likely loss of NE regional layer.
Integrated Biodiversity Delivery Areas (IBDA’s) likely to remain.

Environment Agency-25-30% cuts expected.  If translated into jobs could be 4000 jobs out of 12,000 lost.  Flood and Coastal Risk Management function to deliver statutory habitat creation so Regional Habitat Creation Programme likely to remain.  Likely impacts on freshwater BAP habitat creation and funding for local partnership projects.  Potential loss of BAP targets.

Broads Authority-5% cut in funding in-year.  25-30% cuts next year. AK reviewing Broads conservation service.  Any cuts will affect services directly.

Forestry Commission- All partnership funding spent already this year.  Uncertainty re Spending Review impacts on Woodland Grant Scheme.  Access and biodiversity work likely to be affected.  Woodfuel work in ascendancy so biodiversity benefits via positive woodland management delivered indirectly.

Norfolk County Council-budget to be cut by over £100 million.  Current cuts from big capital projects.  Biodiversity affected next year.

Cambs and Peterborough-OK this year, uncertain future.

Beds and Luton-No LA funding for project next year. 
	

	3. Update on the 3 LRC projects funded by Defra Innovation fund
	John Cornell provided update.  Lizzie Carroll in post at Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service to develop standardised LRC model.  Lizzie i) engaging with consultants to see what data they need, ii) with LRC’s to see how they can adapt.  Work needed to engage fully local authorities and BAP partnerships.

	Fiona Hazelton (Cambs. and Peterborough Biological Records Centre Regional Advocacy Officer) to attend next meeting.

	4. Progress with regional targets leaflet
	SS completed work producing information on progress meeting 2015 regional habitat targets.  Collective thanks given to Steve for hard work.
	

	5. EoE Marine BAP
	Regional workshop to be held late 2010/early 2011 to launch
	GB and others to organise workshop.

	6. Implementing the EEBF delivery plan and engagement with localism agenda.
	SW raised ‘The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity’ (TEEB) report.  Report to be circulated via EEBF website and need for case studies in region to promote value of biodiversity.
Wetland Vision partnerships in Fens and Broads.

3x IBDA’s in region.

Climate Change 3G study (Atkins)-new, simple climate change evidence base.

	CW and Michelle Russell (MR) to review wider partners delivery work
CW and MR to put TEEB report on EEBF website

Discussion of funding for biodiversity action-Spring 2011 EEBF meeting
CW to raise awareness of Climate Change 3G study when available

EEBF Steering Group to ensure closer engagement with Sustainability East and East of England Climate Change Partnership 

	7. Overview of the Broads and Broads Authority.
	AK gave presentation on Broads and work of Broads Authority and provided copies of new Broads BAP.
	

	8. AOB
	Next meeting 14th October.  
AM-meeting

PM-site visit to Paxton Pits –aggregate industries and conservation.  NE board member to attend.

John Cornell requested EEBF to work closely with LRC’s sharing information.

SS offered to talk at next meeting about trees and pests and diseases.  All agreed this would be very useful.
	SS to present item on tree pests and diseases at next meeting.


